How Math Matters to Me
By Mathew Chowning

Batting average 354. ERA 1.89. How does Math impact my life? Well, let’s just say I wouldn’t know good baseball statistics from bad ones if I didn’t know Math. Some day my statistics are going to directly impact my salary, the better my stats, the higher my paycheck. Because of that, I would have to say that Math impacts me in a lot of ways but the one that stands out the most is basic counting. Think about how many times a day we count 1, 2, 3, and on and on. One day I hope that I will be counting lots of dollar bills. But that’s not all.
	The truth is, knowing addition and subtraction facts is important in everyday life for a ton of reasons, like when you go to the store. If you didn’t know how to add and subtract, you would not know if the cashier gives you two dollars less change then what you were supposed to get. Also, if you only have $5.00 when you stop at a concession stand you need to be able to add and subtract to figure out if you have enough money to buy everything you want. It could save you money and keep you from an embarrassing moment for sure. 
I know that it might sound silly, but Math is like a friend to me. I think I feel that way because I know it pretty well and I feel comfortable with it. It’s sort of like wearing my favorite hoodie, it just feels right. You know when you fall or trip, your friend is there for you? Well, the same goes for Math. For example, the other day I was taking a math test and I got stuck on a problem. I mean I was in a real jam, but I took a deep breath, closed my eyes and the next thing I know it came together for me. For some reason I just get it, at least so far. I know my basic facts and square roots and I like that it all makes sense. 
Right now, Math is important to me because it is keeping me on Honor Roll. What I mean is, I am in an Advanced Math class and above grade level.  Because I know and love Math, it helps me keep a good grade in that class. If I did not know it, I would be failing which would be bad. Having good grades is important to me because it will help me because it is keeping me on Honor Roll. What I mean is, I am in an Advanced Math class and above grade level. Because I know and love Math, it helps s me keep a good grade in that class. If I did not know it, I would be failing which would be bad. Having good grades is important to me because it will help me be a better student, which will help me succeed in high school, which will help me do well in college, which will of course help me get a good job some day. I will use Math in the future to get into a good college and even get my Master’s degree like my mom, except I’ll do it when I’m younger so it won’t be as hard.
People tell me if you’re really good at Math you could be high up in a company. If I can’t be a professional baseball player, then I hope to be a President or CEO some day. I will find a very good paying job and will be very successful in life. Once I get the right job, I plan to stay with them until I retire, unless something goes wrong, but I will still have Math right by my side the whole way or at least it will feel that way.
I think the world needs mathematical thinkers because we would be lost without them. For instance, where would we be without the early discoveries of Isaac Newton and Albert Einstein and so many others? The advancements of our technology are a result of the work that great Mathematicians did hundreds of years ago. If you want to think about a bigger picture too, then think about Earth. If we care about our planet then we should care about how we are trashing it. We have landfills that overflow with garbage that just sinks into the Earth. Mathematics can be used to calculate the percent of landfills that are overflowing and by how much. This will help clean up Earth too.
That’s not the only reason we need Mathematical geniuses in this world though, we need them in everyday jobs, like banking and real estate and especially the treasurers and all the people who work with taxes. We also need them to keep on inventing things too, like Einstein and his friend Alexander Graham Bell. Did you know that it took 38 years for radio to become popular, 13 years for television, only 4 years for the internet to catch on, and just 3 years for the iPod craze. I learned this while I was doing research for this paper from Eric Qualman of Social Media Revolution. I think it is pretty amazing how much faster things are going. Imagine where we would be without great thinkers of tomorrow.
